TO THE EDITOR: What a wealth of stimulating viewpoints these letters (2, 3) provide! The approaches they describe to gain a deep understanding of life include: understanding of how complex systems self-organize to best absorb the energy gradients to which they are exposed; quantum field theory; a neat idea that a potential physical law governing the asymmetry between order and disorder is waiting to be discovered; use of non-linear dynamics to make the abstract chaotic nature of life concrete and definite; understanding of how optimization of entropy production is achieved; even Oriental transcendentalism. Different ways of analyzing a complex phenomenon is surely the best approach to gain comprehensive knowledge. But we must heed Similowski's (2) warning: unless we all talk the same language and are familiar with each others tools and concepts we will generate confusion and heat rather than light and understanding.
